
Week 4: Discussion and Assignment Prompts

Assignment Prompt

Resume Reconstruction: Deconstructing and Rebuilding Your Resume
In this assignment, you'll engage in a hands-on exercise to critically assess and enhance your resume, a crucial
tool in your job application arsenal. This exercise is designed to deepen your understanding of effective resume
components and tailor them to specific job roles, aligning with our course outcome of mastering resume
creation.

Part 1: Deconstruction
Objective: Examine a recent resume you've used for job applications.
Tasks:

● Assess if your resume includes essential components: contact information, summary statement,
work experience, and education.

● Evaluate the effectiveness of how your resume presents your skills and experiences relative to your
target job roles.

● Review the clarity and readability of your resume's formatting.

Part 2: Job Posting Analysis
Objective: Choose a job that interests you from an online posting.
Tasks:

● Identify the key skills, experiences, and qualifications listed.
● Understand the job role's requirements and how they align with your background.

Part 3: Rebuilding
Objective: Redraft your resume with a strategic focus.
Tasks:

● Reorganize the essential resume components to maximize impact.
● Enhance your work experience and education descriptions, emphasizing relevance to the job

posting.
● Develop a targeted summary statement reflecting your career objectives and how they align with

the job role.
● Refine the formatting for improved clarity and readability.

You will be reviewed on the following criteria:
● Demonstrate a clear understanding of the essential resume components.
● Effectiveness in tailoring the resume to the specific job posting.
● Coherence and clarity in the presentation of information.

Submission Format:
● Submit a document containing your original resume, the job posting analysis, and the revised

resume.
● Format: Typed, Times New Roman, 12-point font, single-spaced.
● Include a brief reflection (300-500 words) on the changes and their rationale.



● Use APA format for any citations.
● Submit via the course's online platform by [due date].

Assessment:
● This assignment will constitute 10% of your course grade.
● Late submissions will incur a 5-point penalty.

By the end of this exercise, you should gain practical insights into crafting a resume that meets the standard
requirements and resonates with your targeted job roles, enhancing your job application process.

Discussion Prompts

Introduction to the Discussion Forum:

Welcome to the discussion forum for our course, Resumes Reimagined: Mastering the Modern Job
Application. This forum is designed to deepen your understanding, allow you to engage with your peers, and
allow you to apply what you've learned in a collaborative environment. Our discussions will challenge you to
think critically, evaluate different perspectives, and innovate in your responses.

Objectives and Expectations:
Enhance Learning: We aim to engage you in active learning, where you will critically analyze and apply concepts from our
course. We encourage you to share your insights and build upon the ideas presented by your peers.

Promote Collaboration: This is a collaborative space where diverse perspectives are welcomed. Support your
classmates by providing constructive feedback, asking thought-provoking questions, and sharing relevant
experiences.

Build a Learning Community: Your contributions help create a vibrant learning community. We value your
unique perspectives and encourage you to share them, fostering a sense of belonging and collective growth.

Participation Guidelines

● Frequency of Posts: You are expected to make at least one original post and two responses to your
peers each week.

● Length of Contributions: Original posts should be a minimum of 150 words, with responses at least 50
words, focusing on quality and depth of engagement.

● Critical Engagement: When engaging with peers, aim to provide thoughtful analysis, ask questions that
provoke deeper thinking, and offer constructive feedback.



Instructor's Role

I will participate in the discussions, offering guidance, highlighting insightful contributions, and encouraging
diverse viewpoints. While I will not dominate the conversation, I am here to ensure that our discussions are
fruitful and aligned with our learning objectives.

Engaging with Content

When contributing, link your thoughts to the course material. Share how a concept resonates with your
experience or how it could be applied in real-world scenarios. We value your personal insights and encourage
you to relate them to the topics at hand.

-----------
Discussion Prompt 1
The traditional paper resume remains a standard in job applications. However, digitalization has opened doors
for alternative resume formats like online portfolios, infographics, or even video pitches. Do you think
traditional resumes will become obsolete? When might an alternative format be more effective, and how can
it be used strategically to showcase your skills and stand out from the crowd?

Discussion Prompt 2
Resumes are often presented as factual documents highlighting skills and experience. However, there can be a
fine line between factual and creative when embellishing accomplishments. Where do you draw the line
between honest representation and creative storytelling on a resume? What are the potential risks and
rewards of using creative license in your resume?


